
Journal of Physics: Conference Series

PAPER • OPEN ACCESS

Thermodynamic and relativistic uncertainty
relations
To cite this article: A A Artamonov and E M Plotnikov 2017 J. Phys.: Conf. Ser. 798 012098

 

View the article online for updates and enhancements.

Related content
Quantum Thermodynamics: The principles
of modern thermodynamics
S Deffner and S Campbell

-

Principles of Biophotonics, Volume 1: The
uncertainty relation
G Popescu

-

Quantum Thermodynamics:
Thermodynamics of quantum information
S Deffner and S Campbell

-

This content was downloaded from IP address 130.231.141.92 on 02/10/2019 at 15:04

https://doi.org/10.1088/1742-6596/798/1/012098
http://iopscience.iop.org/book/978-1-64327-658-8/chapter/bk978-1-64327-658-8ch1
http://iopscience.iop.org/book/978-1-64327-658-8/chapter/bk978-1-64327-658-8ch1
http://iopscience.iop.org/book/978-0-7503-1641-5/chapter/bk978-0-7503-1641-5ch8
http://iopscience.iop.org/book/978-0-7503-1641-5/chapter/bk978-0-7503-1641-5ch8
http://iopscience.iop.org/book/978-1-64327-658-8/chapter/bk978-1-64327-658-8ch3
http://iopscience.iop.org/book/978-1-64327-658-8/chapter/bk978-1-64327-658-8ch3
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsuBRiWGZ4d9CVoZ5S3IMSZD3ubwqmavS2vv3j8UJ-bLnu5Gi7MOMu9Cvc6Oofmy34619qRDWqdmb5ep0NJKhZJvPtyqsMmOqTXj6fBWQ97UV3ESzddTNMYmC1Wn8HGqqmzZhm0JoZqXt9TlQmruUEFGDRTEOnO9xWB8kkXc1Tszitr6BANCDptj9P-8bJfcVpnAEL93qqSiRN5mQszH8_M2fhV6o8NhZ-JNKq76XCDxJ_erQLdt&sig=Cg0ArKJSzFNrO-3_VTv4&adurl=http://iopscience.org/books


Thermodynamic and relativistic uncertainty relations

A A Artamonov1,2 and E M Plotnikov3

1 Faculty of Science, University of Oulu, Yliopistokatu 1, Oulu, Finland
2 Scientific company ”Flamena”, Str. Pobedy, 28, Reutov, Moscow reg., Russia
3 National Research Tomsk Polytechnic University, Tomsk, Lenin av. 30, Russia

E-mail: anton.artamonov@oulu.fi, anton.art.an@gmail.com, plotnikov.e@mail.ru

Abstract. Thermodynamic uncertainty relation (UR) was verified experimentally. The
experiments have shown the validity of the quantum analogue of the zeroth law of stochastic
thermodynamics in the form of the saturated Schrödinger UR. We have also proposed a new
type of UR for the relativistic mechanics. These relations allow us to consider macroscopic
phenomena within the limits of the ratio of the uncertainty relations for different physical
quantities.

1. Introduction
Two fundamental theories formed at the beginning of the 20th century: the quantum mechanics
and the theory of relativity. First advances of quantum theory are related to the works of Max
Planck. The well-known Planck’s formula [1] describes the radiation intensity of black body
R(ν, T ) as a function of temperature and radiation frequency ν

R(ν, T ) =
2πhν3

c2
1

exp(hν/kBT )− 1
; (1)

In this formula Planck introduces two constants which will be later called as Planck’s constant
h and Boltzmann constant kB. The third constant c, the speed of light, is also present in equation
(1). These three constants have important fundamental meaning in modern physics. Planck’s
constant gives the minimal action, Boltzmann constant gives the smallest entropy and the speed
of light is the maximal speed of field or matter propagation in vacuum. The meaning of Planck’s
constant is the most highlighted in the Heisenberg uncertainty principle which is generalized later
in the works of Robertson and Schrödinger [2]. The modern form of Heisenberg uncertainty
principle is

∆q∆p ≥ h̄

2
, (2)

where h̄ = h
2π and ∆q, ∆p are the standard deviations of position and momentum.

2. Thermodynamic uncertainty relation
Statistical mechanics (i.e. microscopic theory) was developed at the same time as quantum
mechanics due to several efforts, including those of Gibbs. However, careful analysis of the
9th book of Gibbs [3] by Sukhanov [4] showed that Gibbs developed the foundations of
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macroscopic theory. Gibbs considered thermodynamical characteristics of the system as an
ensemble of dynamical variables of all objects from this system. Sukhanov managed to derive a
thermodynamical analog of uncertainty relations from Gibbs equations:

∆

(
1

T (ε)

)
∆ε ≥ kB, (3)

where T (ε) is the temperature of the system, ε is the macroscopic parameter characterizing the
energy of the system. However, we need to note that ε in inequality 3 is not the energy of the
system but only the parameter which characterize the energy. This important remark which
allows to correctly interpret thermodynamic uncertainty helped us to verify it experimentally.
In this work we found an experimental confirmation of thermodynamic uncertainty principle. In
out work we used an installation consisting of two transistors 11 mm. Both transistors shared
the same semiconductor crystal therefore formed a united semiconductor-device. One transistor
served as a thermometer, the other was used to measure the parameters characterizing the
energy of the system E. The value of ε was found using equation:

ε = E · η(N), (4)

where η(N) is a function depending on the number of particles participating in the process which
defines the energy of the system . In our case:

η(N) =
1√
N

; (5)

This approach allows to solve several inconsistencies arising during theoretical analysis.
Experimental investigations were performed at different physical conditions: at equilibrium
conditions and at conditions far from equilibrium. The total number of experiments was around
10 000. It should be noted that at thermodynamic equilibrium we were limited by the precision
of measured parameters. Although in the most cases we prove the accuracy of thermodynamic
uncertainty relation.

The analogy between thermodynamic and quantum-mechanic uncertainty relations is not so
deep and has its boundaries [5, 6, 7]. For more information one can consult the book of Bazarov
[8].

3. Relativistic uncertainty relations
In addition we introduce new relativistic uncertainty principle:

∆q∆

(
1

t

)
≤ c, (6)

where q is coordinate and 1/t is inverse time. This uncertainty principle comes as a result
of theoretical analysis of the nature of such type of uncertainties. In our work we do not
consider this uncertainty extensively and only give its formula without theoretical analysis and
experimental verification. Careful analysis of this uncertainty will be given in the future work.

4. Conclusion
In this work we confirm experimentally the thermodynamic uncertainty relation. We expect
that experimentally confirmed thermodynamic uncertainty using one macroscopic object,
semiconductor device, will hold true for other macroscopic objects as well. We assume that
our result will open broad possibilities for application of thermodynamic uncertainty relation I
various engineering and scientific problems. We expect that our relativistic uncertainty principle
which relates standard deviations of coordinates and of inverse time will be verified or disproved
in future works.
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