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Abstract—This paper proposes a novel analytical framework
based on the Fox H–function distribution. To test its efficacy we
focus on a study case where we derive closed form expressions
for the distribution of the end-to-end signal to noise ratio, and
corresponding outage probability for the dual-hop amplify-andforward configuration over Weibull-fading channels with channel
state information. An extensive simulation campaign was carried
out to corroborate the proposed approach.
Index Terms—Machine-to-machine, H–function distribution,
amplify-and-forward, outage probability

I. I NTRODUCTION
To fully enable the coexistence of human and machine
type communications in 5G and beyond systems, not only
the already established procedures need to be revised, but
also several new technologies have to be introduced. More
specifically, allowing a large number of machines and legacy
human type communication to simultaneously transmit and
share the air interface requires further development of cooperative mechanisms. This new context requires new analytical
models so as to capture the various non-identical propagation
characteristics of radio channel [1], [2].
Cooperative schemes have already been proposed for
device-to-device communication, proving that it can reduces
energy consumption of low-power machine type terminals
while enhance reliability and throughput. In similar way,
Machine-to-Machine (M2M) relaying can also reduce energy
expenditure for cell-edge machine type terminals [3]. In both
cases, the radio link between source, relay and destination may
exhibit distinct characteristics.
In [4], the authors analyzed the performance of digital
modulations on Weibull fading channels and derived new
closed-form expressions for the respective moment generating function with integer value fading parameters. Similarly,
Hasna et al. studied the End-to-End (E2E) performance of
dual-hop relaying over Rayleigh-fading channels [5], where
closed form expressions for the statistic of the harmonic
mean of two independent exponential variates were derived, as
well as comparisons between regenerativeand non-regenerative
systems were derived. Along the same line, the authors in
[6] evaluated the outage probability of dual-hop relaying over
Nakagami-m fading channels; the exact analytical expression
of the outage probability for non integer m parameters were
obtained by means of bivariate H– and G–functions.

Motivated by these results, we introduce here a new framework to derive closed form expressions for the Probability
Density Function (PDF) and Cumulative Distribution Function
(CDF) (outage probability) of the E2E Signal to Noise Ratio
(SNR) distribution for the dual hop Channel State Information (CSI) assisted Amplify and Forward (AF) relaying over
Weibull fading channels. As discussed in [4], the Weibull
distribution offers a convenient model to capture the effects
of multi path fading channels in indoor [7] and outdoor [8]
radio propagation environments. Measurements in vehicle-tovehicle urban channels also suggest a multipath fading with
Weibull distribution [9]. To derive our analytical expressions,
we resort to Fox H–function distribution (a generalization of
hypergeometric functions given in term of contour integrals
involving products of gamma functions) and the well known
moment matching approach [11], [12]. The idea of using
Fox H–functions to establish a unified framework to model
radio channel statistics [13], [14] and evaluate the performance
of wireless communication systems [15] is not totally new.
However, the H–function distribution was only introduced in
[12] along with its properties and special cases. Recently, [16]
analyzes the error probability and capacity at high and low
SNR regimes using algebraic asymptotic expansions of the Htransform. Herein, we use H–function distribution to represent
the Weibull multi-path fading and then compute closed form
expression for the corresponding outage probability.
Our contributions are summarized as follows:
‚

‚

‚

We introduced a novel analytical framework based on
the Fox H–function distribution [11] for computing the
distribution of the E2E SNR in cooperative AF scenarios.
We derive the closed-form expressions for the outage
probability for independent, but not necessarily identically distributed Weibull variates.
We propose a closed-form approximation for the sum
of independent, but not necessarily identically distributed
Weibull variates.

The reminder of this paper is organized as follows. Section
II introduces the mathematical concepts used to derived our
analytical framework based on the Fox H–function, Mellin
transform and its main properties. Thereafter, our framework
is applied to the dual hop relay problem in III. We then use
Fox H–function variates to derive closed form expressions for

the dual-hop relaying E2E SNR distribution. The outage probability is shown in for various radio channel configurations
between source, relay and destination channels. In Section VI,
final observations and conclusions are provided.
II. P RELIMINARIES AND A NALYTICAL F RAMEWORK
We introduce here the proposed analytical framework for
evaluating the performance of wireless networks under various
fading channel regimes [17]. We first discuss Mellin transforms that are used to conveniently carry out the algebra of
random variables [18]. Then, the Fox H–function distribution
is defined based on a Mellin–Barnes integral [19]. Various
identities and properties that are very useful in manipulating
H–functions are introduced as well.
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The following properties, whose derivations are detailed in
[11], are important to operate with the H–function.
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A. Mellin Transform and General Formulas
Definition 1: (Mellin transform) The Mellin Transform
(MT) [20], [21] of a Random Variable (RV) Z whose PDF
is given by fZ pzq is defined on the p0, 8q as,
ż8
“
‰
∆
∆
Ms tfZ pzqu “
fZ pzq z s´1 dz “ E Z s´1
(1)
0

where s P C and E r¨s denotes expectation.
Property 1: Let g pxq be a complex-valued function that
exists over p0, 8q and is locally integrable. The MT of g paxq
with a P C is derived as
ż8
Ms tg paxqu “
g paxq xs´1 dx
0
ż8
piq ´s
s´1
“a
g pyq pyq
dy
0

“ a´s Ms tg pxqu ,

(2)

where step piq comes from the change of variable y “ ax.
Property 2: The MT of xp g pxq is derived as
ż8
Ms txp g pxqu “
xp g pxq xs´1 dx
ż08
“
g pxq xs`p´1 dx
0

“ Ms`p tg pxqu .

(3)

B. The Fox H-Function
Definition 2: (the Fox H–function) The Fox H–function
is defined by means of a Mellin-Barnes type integral in the
following form [11], [12], [18]:
„ ˇ

ˇ pai , Ai q1,p
ˇ
z
Hpzq “ Hm,n
p,q
ˇpbj , Bj q1,q
1
“
2πı

śn
ż śm
´s
ds
j“1 Γrbj `Bj ss
i“1 Γr1´ai ´Ai ssz
śp
śq
, (4)
L
i“n`1 Γrai ` Ai ss
j“m`1 Γr1´bj ´Bj ss

where Γ r¨s is the gamma function [22, §6], z, c, ai , bj P C,
Ai , Bj P R` , and m, n, p, q P Z such that 1 ď j ď m, 1 ď
i ď n, 0 ď m ď q, 0 ď n ď p, Ai ą 0, Bj ą 0; L is a contour

C. H-Function Distribution and its Raw Moments
Definition 3: (the Fox H–function distribution) The PDF
of an arbitrary RV Z is given by,
$
„ ˇ

ˇ pa , A q
& m,n
k Hp,q cz ˇˇ i i 1, p , z ą 0,
pbj , Bj q1, q
(7)
fZ pzq “
%
0, otherwise,
where the constant k normalizes the area under the density
function (over the appropriate range) to unity [23].
The Fox H-Function Distribution in (4) is interesting because it covers many non-negative distributions, such as
Gamma, Beta, Exponential, Rayleigh and Weibull [12]. In
other words, they can be readily expressed in the form of
(7). Moreover, many characteristics of probability distributions
such as moments, CDF, integral transforms (Laplace, Fourier,
and Mellin) are easily obtained from such representation.
Property 5: Considering that a real valued RV Z can be
represented as a H-function variate in (7), the rth (non-central)
moment of Z is easily derived using the Mellin transform as
ErZ r s“ Mr`1 tfZ pzqu
śm
śn
k
j“1 Γrbj `Bj `Bj rs i“1 Γr1´aj ´Aj ´Aj rs
śq
“ r`1śp
.
c
i“n`1 Γraj `Aj `Aj rs j“m`1 Γr1´bj ´Bj ´Bj rs
(8)
Proof: The rthş moment about the origin of fZ pzq is
8
given by, E rZ r s “ 0 z r fZ pzq dz. Provided that the integration converges and the fZ pzq can be expressed in terms of
the Fox H–function, the rth moment using the MT is given
by, E rZ r s “ Mr tz r fZ pzqu. Finally, using Properties 1 and
2, we obtain (8).
III. S YSTEM M ODEL
To assess the end-to-end performance of the source-relay
configuration we assume that nodes operate in half-duplex
mode with omni-directional antenna radiation pattern, in which
the relay lies in a straight line between source and destination.
We assume a discrete-time channel with stationary and ergodic
time-varying gain denoted by xrts. Signal transmissions occur

PDF of a Weibull RV

over slow, frequency non-selective Weibull fading channels.
The received signal is given by

where αi yields the fading channel amplitude between communicating peers, xrts is the signal transmitted by the source
with unity power Erx2 s “ 1, and ni rts is an AWGN noise
signal with one-sided power spectral density N0 .
The channel gain (signal squared envelope) follows a
Weibull distribution with parameters pλ, βq with PDF
fZ pzq “ λβz β´1 exp p´λz β q,

H-function Distrib.
Monte Carlo Sim.

(9)

(10)

where the parameter λ is related to the average fading power
¯θi {2
´
Erα2i s
.
Erαi s given by λi “ Γr1`2{θ
is
The k-th power of a Weibull distributed variate with parameters (λ, β) is also a Weibull-distributed with (λ{k, β) [4]. Let
ES be the average symbol energy, then, the average SNR per
2
S
symbol for the ith hop is given by γi “ E
N0 αi . Note that both
the average noise power and the average symbol energy are
considered to be the unity.
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A. Weibull as a special case of the H–function distribution
The Weibull distribution PDF (10) can be written by means
of the H–function representation (3) as
ˇ
$

„
´
& 1{β 1,0 1{β ˇˇ
, z ą 0,
λ H0,1 λ z ˇ
p1 ´ 1{β, 1{βq
(11)
fZ pzq “
%
0, otherwise,
a
where β ą 0 is the shape parameter and 1{λ ą 0 is the
scale parameter.
To plot the PDF of the Weibull distribution from the
H-function representation, we need to compute the contour
integral in (3) through a doubly exponential quadrature [24],
[25]. Fig. 1 illustrates the PDF of a Weibull distribution using
the H-function representation. For this plot, we consider the
shape (β) and scale parameters (1{λ) equal to 6 and 1{2.
In the next section, we extend this framework to deal with
more elaborate algebra between RVs taking advantage of this
representation.
IV. A PPLICATION TO THE D UAL HOP R ELAY S CENARIO
A. End-to-End SNR Distribution
We consider a scenario where nodes communicate through
CSI-assisted AF relaying over Weibull fading channels [6].
The end-to-end SNR expression in this case is given by [5]:
ˆ
˙´1
γ1 γ2 piq 1
1
γend “
“
`
.
(12)
γ1 ` γ2
γ1
γ2
where γi is the SNR of the ith radio link (hop).
To derive (12) using the H–function distribution, we make
use of the mathematical framework introduced in Section II
which allow us to compute the harmonic mean (as in step
piq) of two independent and non–identically distributed (i.n.i.d)
Weibull variates. Hereafter, we present the formulation needed
to obtain the end to end SNR in (12).

Fig. 1. PDF of a Weibull distribution with parameters λ and β using the
H–function representation.

B. Reciprocal of Fox H–Function Variates
To obtain the PDF of the reciprocal of a Weibull distribution
in (11), we derive the distribution of a rational power of
the H–function variate. Then, we use [12, Theorem 4.2] and
Property 4 to derive the reciprocal as Y “ Z η , for η ă 0, thus
ˇ

„
ˇ
´
´1{β 0,1
´1{β ˇ
.
(13)
yˇ
fY py; λ, βq “ λ
H1,0 λ
p´1{β, 1{βq
Fig. 2 shows the reciprocal of the Weibull distribution using
the H–function representation, in which we consider the same
configuration parameters previously used in Section III-A.
C. Distribution of the Sum of Two i.n.i.d H–function Variates
To calculate (12), we need to compute the sum W “ Y1 `
Y2 . Therefore, moment-match approach is used to derive the
sum of two independent H–function variates [26].
Proposition 1: Consider two mutually independent H–
function variates Y1 and Y2 . The rth moment about the origin
is computed using the binomial formula
ÿ rˆr˙

µr “

i“0

i

ErY1r´i

s ErY2i s.

(14)

Proof: Let µr “ ErW r s “ ErpY1 ` Y2 qr s, then using (8),
we build a nonlinear system of 2pp ` qq ` 2 equations so as
to identify the parameters the approximating H–function distribution. Note that [26] shows that it is possible to eliminate
the parameters k and c from the system of equations through
algebraic manipulation. To solve the system of nonlinear
equations, we use the modified Powell method [27].
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Using the binomial formula in (14), we can obtain the sum
of i.n.i.d RVs W “ Y1 ` Y2 . Thus, to obtain the end-to-end
SNR performance, we need to compute Z “ W ´1 using the
formulation in (13). Since both variates in this sum are of
type r0 1 1 0s (refer to the sub- and super-scripts of H), we
fit the sum to another H-function distribution with the same
parameters r0 1 1 0s, as follows
ˇ

„
ˇpa1 , A1 q
ˇ
.
(15)
fZ pz; λ, βq “ kz H0,1
c
z
z ˇ
1,0
´
From Property 5 the corresponding moments are:
µr pzq “
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Fig. 2. PDF of a Weibull distribution with parameters λ and β using the
H–function representation.

Sum of two i.n.i.d. Weibull RVs

2.0

Fox H Distrib.
Simulation
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1.5

´ a1 ´ A1 ´ A1 rs .

(16)

Then, we consider the first four moments and use a modified
version of the Powell hybrid method to solve the resulting
system of equations [28].
Finally, to determine the SNR we just need to derive the
reciprocal W “ Z ´1 using (13) as follows
„ ˇ

kz 1,0 w ˇˇ
´
. (17)
fW pw; λ, βq “ 2 H0,1
cz
cz ˇp1 ´ a1 ´ 2A1 , A1 q
E. CDF of the E2E SNR
şz The CDF of a H-function distribution is given as FZ pzq “
Hpuq du. Using the Laplace transform of a H–function
0
distribution and its inverse [29], we find that FZ pzq can also
be presented in the H–function following format [23]:
ˇ

„
ˇ
kW 1,1
p1, 1q
ˇ
. (18)
H cW z ˇ
FZpz; λ, θq “
p1´a1 ´A1 , A1 q, p0, 1q
cW 2,2
V. N UMERICAL R ESULTS
We evaluate here the end-to-end SNR performance of the
cooperative system presented in Section III. To corroborate
the proposed analytical framework, we use Monte Carlo
simulations (106 snapshots). We consider i.n.i.d H-function
variates and variable power ratio between the two-hop links.
Fig. 4 shows the CDF of the distribution of the E2E SNR
when the communication links source, relay and destination
are not identically distributed, and with CSI at the relay node.
The H–function representation provides a very good match
to the simulation results obtained throughout Monte Carlo
simulation for the entire range of evaluated SNR values.
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Fig. 3. PDF of the sum of two independent not identically distributed Weibull
RVs.

Fig. 3 shows the PDF of the sum of two independent not
identically distributed Weibull RVs. considering the following
pairs of configuration parameters, pβ1 , λ1 q “ p6, 2q and
pβ2 , λ2 q “ p5, 3q.

VI. C ONCLUSIONS AND F INAL R EMARKS
In this paper, we introduced an analytical framework to
compute the performance of communication systems that are
subject to different radio channel characteristics. The proposed
approach uses the Fox H-function distribution that incorporates
many traditional fading models like Weibull and Nakagami. To
illustrate its strength, we assessed the performance of the AF
dual-hop relay scenario with perfect CSI. We assume fading
channels modeled as independent but not necessarily identical
Weibull variates, deriving a closed form expression for the
outage probability.
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Fig. 4. E2E Outage probability for the dual hop amplify and forward channel
in (12), whose CDF is given in closed-from in (18), for different rate r
requirements.

More importantly, the proposed framework may be used
to derive closed form expressions for different scenarios in
a relatively simple manner. It is worth saying the H-function
representation simplifies the analysis, while complicates the
numerical solution since it involves nowadays a kind of “handcraft” procedure. Although this may impose some technical
difficult, the H-function distribution allows for closed form
analytical solutions and the problem moves to how to compute
them. In future works, we plan to employ the proposed
approach to different scenarios including different cooperative
strategies, multiple hop communication, random positions and
different fading channels.
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