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Introduction

The aim of this article is to give an overview of the development of relations between 
Lithuania and Finland in the period from the beginning of the 20th century to the 
beginning of the 21st century. The emphasis is on political relations, but the main 
lines of economic and cultural relations are also highlighted. The main reasons that 
have affected the relations between the countries are also analysed. In addition to 
certain domestic reasons, the main explanatory factor has been Russia’s activities in 
the Baltic Sea region, especially during the World Wars and the Cold War.

Finland and Lithuania have interacted for thousands of years. Research in 
archaeology, linguistics, ethnology, and genetics has made it possible to prove that 
the ancestors of Finns and Lithuanians were in fairly close contact, and influences 
have shifted in both directions. In historical times, ties weakened as the Lithuanian 
state gradually became more and more oriented towards Poland, and the Finns were 
correspondingly integrated into the Kingdom of Sweden.1

Finland’s encounters with Lithuania were not always positive and they were 
ridden with controversy. Both Finland and Poland–Lithuania were part of the Russian 
Empire almost throughout the nineteenth century. The Finnish Guards’ Battalion 
participated in the suppression of various anti-Russian movements in Lithuania 
in the early decades of the century. When the Poles together with the Lithuanians 
launched an insurrection against the Russian rule in 1830, the Tsar’s forces decided 
to crush the Polish and Lithuanian independence attempt and sent an army of 120,000 
troops against them. The Finnish Guards’ Battalion received the marching order on 
December 14, 1830. Being faithful to the Tsar, the Finns set out toward Lithuania on 
January 12, 1831. The Finnish unit thus helped defeat the uprising of the Lithuanian 
people, who were, like the Finns themselves, oppressed by Russians. The march of 
the Finnish Guards’ Battalion was not successful, though. At the beginning of the 

1   Ragnar Öller, Suomen ja Liettuan väliset suhteet ennen ja nyt. Liettuan lipunkantaja Suomessa. 
Suomi-Liettua kulttuurisäätiön julkaisuja No. 1. Suomi-Liettua kulttuurisäätiö, Helsinki 2004, 
15–18; Stasys Skrodenis, Suomija ir Lietuva. Istorinių ir kultūrinių ryšių vagos. Suomi-Liettua 
kulttuurisäätiön julkaisuja No. 3. Suomi-Liettua kulttuurisäätiö, Helsinki 2009, 49–55.
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march on the route from Finland to St. Petersburg, 13% of the troops suffered from 
frostbite. During the Crimean War in 1855, soldiers of the Finnish Guards’ Battalion 
were again sent to Lithuania and suffered severely from cholera there. A common 
grave for 220 men and a monument built to them by their fellow soldiers is located 
in the town of Skapiškis.2

When both Finland and Lithuania became part of the Russian Empire at the turn 
of the nineteenth century, it to some extent opened up new opportunities for building 
connections. In particular, a few Finnish philologists and literary scholars became 
interested in Lithuanian folklore and therefore made contacts in Lithuania.3 During 
the First World War, interaction intensified as Lithuanians serving in the Russian 
army arrived in Finland. In addition, Lithuanian civilians came to Finland as war 

2   Skrodenis 2009, 30–31.
3   Öller 2004, 24–26; Skrodenis 2009, 56–57, 216–218; 315–317.

Image 1. Officers of the Finnish Guards’ Battalion. Photo by Edvin Holmberg, 1864. Source: 
Museoviraston kuvakokoelma.
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refugees. Their numbers grew, so in 1916 the Finnish Lithuanian Association was 
founded in Helsinki to take care of their interests.4

The emerge of relations between the newly independent countries

When the operation of the Finnish national airline (Aero/Finnair) started in 1924, 
the pilots of a Junker F-13 had difficulty locating a landing place in winter when 
everything was covered with snow. With their fur-padded helmets, goggles, and 
white scarves blowing in the wind, they would dive down to the fields of a farm 
shouting, “Where’s Finland?” Many more people raised the same question in 1939. 
Finland suddenly became a very important pawn on the global chessboard. People 
not only raised the question “Where’s Finland?”, but also “What is Finland?”.5 As far 
as Lithuania is concerned, the same questions were raised about it, a player whose 
voice in the broad European political arena was modest.

Relations between Finland and Lithuania rose to a whole new level with the 
independence of both countries. Russia suffered a defeat in the war against Germany 
and its allies, which also paved the way for the disintegration of the empire and the 
secession of non-Russian territories from Russia. Finland was the first to declare 
independence in December 1917, and Lithuania soon followed in February 1918. 
However, both countries first had to fight for independence and ensure both internal 
and external security before Finland and Lithuania could begin building official 
relations between the two independent democratic republics.

 Finland succeeded in gaining widespread recognition of its independence 
as early as 1918, but the situation in Lithuania was worse. The country was liberated 
from German occupation in November 1918, after which the first diplomatic 
contacts were established between Finland and Lithuania. Lithuania appointed its 
first representative to Finland in February 1919 and through him inquired about 
the possibility of Finland’s official recognition of Lithuanian independence de jure. 
However, Finland hesitated because the Russian Civil War was still underway, and 
the Western powers had not recognized Lithuania or the other Baltic countries.6

 In addition to safeguarding its relations with the victorious states of the First 
World War, Finland avoided annoying Poland. Finland and Poland had established 

4   Öller 2004, 28–31; Ramojus Kraujelis, “Liettuan ja Suomen diplomaattisuhteet 1919–1921”. 
Jussi Nuorteva & Päivi Happonen & John Strömberg (toim.), Pro Finlandia. Näkökulma: Venäjä, 
Puola, Viro, Latvia ja Liettua. Suomen tie itsenäisyyteen 4. Kansallisarkisto, Helsinki 2017, 719; 
Hannu Niemi, “Ensimmäinen liettualaisyhdistys”. Donelaitis-seura 25 vuotta. Donelaitis-seura, 
Helsinki 2015, 23–28.

5   Eloise Engle & Lauri Paananen, Žiemos karas. Sovietų Sąjunga puola Suomiją 1939–1940. 
Vilnius 2012, 11.

6   Öller 2004, 33; Kraujelis 2017, 721–722.
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diplomatic relations in early 1919, and Poland was a regional power with which 
Finland had a common enemy: Bolshevik Russia. Finland considered an alliance with 
Poland possible, in which case Finland preferred to be neutral in the dispute between 
Poland and Lithuania (concerning the Vilnius region). When Lithuania asked Finland 
for the second time in November 1919 to recognize Lithuania’s independence de 
jure, the answer was again negative. The main reason was precisely that Lithuania 
also wanted Finland to recognize that the Vilnius region belonged to Lithuania.7

Finland was accepted as a member of the League of Nations in 1920, and after 
that Finland was able to influence (slightly) the position of Lithuania and the other 
Baltic states in the international community. At the General Assembly of the League 
of Nations, Finland voted in favour of accepting Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia as 
members of the League of Nations. Their membership took effect in September 1921, 
and several countries recognized the independence of the Baltic States de jure in the 
following weeks. Among them was Finland, which officially recognized Lithuania’s 
independence on October 14, 1921.8

The Lithuanian legation in Helsinki continued to work directly on the basis 
that had begun in the spring of 1919, now with official status. In November 1921, 
Finnish Foreign Minister Rudolf Holsti told the new Lithuanian envoy that relations 
between Finland and Lithuania should become as strong and cordial as possible. The 
beginning was promising: the following month, a delegation from the Lithuanian 
Parliament (Seimas) visited Finland. The visit received a lot of attention in the press 
of both countries, and during it contacts were made between the political elites of 
both countries.9

As early as the spring of 1922, however, there was a turn in an unfavourable 
direction. Discussions on a possible political and military alliance had already taken 
place between Finland, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, and Poland for a couple of years. 
However, the dispute between Lithuania and Poland over the Vilnius region prevented 
an agreement on cooperation between these countries. In that situation, Lithuania’s 
northern neighbours preferred to cooperate with Poland, as Poland’s military and 
other resources were many times larger than Lithuania’s. In March 1922, the four 
states drafted an agreement, which was also signed by the Finnish Foreign Minister. 
However, the Finnish Parliament (Eduskunta) did not ratify the agreement because it 
considered it too risky. After Finland’s withdrawal, the entire agreement collapsed.10

7   Öller 2004, 34; Kraujelis 2017, 725.
8   Öller 2004, 34–35; Kraujelis 2017, 725–726.
9   Öller 2004, 35–36; Kraujelis 2017, 726–727.
10   Henrik Schauman, “Reunavaltiopolitiikka”. Eino Jutikkala, Arvi Korhonen, L. A. Puntila (toim.), 

Itsenäisen Suomen ulkopolitiikan alkutaival. WSOY, Porvoo 1962, 133–139; Heikki Roiko-
Jokela, Kriisien värittämät vuodet. Kaarlo Juho Ståhlbergin presidenttikauden ulkopolitiikka 
1919–1925. K. J. Ståhlbergin säätiö, Helsinki 2021, 165–166.
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Although discussions on possible cooperation continued after 1922, the focus 
of Finland’s foreign policy actually began to shift towards Scandinavia. Finland’s 
political or military alliance with Lithuania, either alone or as part of a wider 
alliance, became virtually impossible as a result of this strategic reassessment.11 
Although Finland still felt sympathy for Lithuania, especially over the Vilnius issue, 
no very close relations were established between the two countries at the official 
level. Lithuania was also aware of this. The new Lithuanian envoy to Helsinki, 
Jurgis Savickis, who began his work at the beginning of 1924, focused primarily on 
strengthening cultural relations.12

The decline in Lithuania’s official interest in Finland is indicated by the fact that 
the Lithuanian legation in Helsinki closed in the summer of 1927. From then on, 
relations with Finland were handled by the Lithuanian legation in Latvia, although 
a consulate remained in Helsinki. The closure of the legation could also be partly a 
reaction to the fact that Finland had not set up a legation in Lithuania. The Finnish 

11   Schauman 1962, 140–144; Roiko-Jokela 2021, 167–172.
12   Öller 2004, 37–38; Skrodenis 2009, 349–353.

Image 2. Baltic Foreign Ministers’ conference in Warsaw in March 1922. Photo by Saryuz 
Wolski. Source: Museoviraston kuvakokoelma.



22 Kari Alenius & Saulius Kaubrys

legation in Estonia had taken care of official contacts with Lithuania since 1921, and 
from 1926 the task was transferred to the Finnish legation in Latvia.13 However, in 
the 1920s and 1930s, Finland also had a consulate in Kaunas, as Lithuania had in 
Helsinki. One of the highlights of official relations was the visit of the Lithuanian 
Foreign Minister to Finland in December 1934 and the visit of the Finnish Foreign 
Minister to Lithuania in May 1936. Relations between the two countries were 
unproblematic, but no new openings were made for concrete political cooperation.14

On the other hand, lively and warm cultural relations developed, especially from 
the mid-1920s onwards. Both Lithuanian and Finnish representatives of various 
walks of life were eager to get to know the ‘almost neighbouring country’ and make 
visits, often agreeing on regular contact. In short, such cooperation covered virtually 
all areas of business, science, the arts, and leisure activities. In the late 1920s and the 
1930s, at least a dozen or more group trips were made from Finland to Lithuania and 
vice versa, with hundreds of people participating. The numbers were quite large at 
a time when the mass tourism of many decades hence was not possible. Trips were 

13   Jussi Nuorteva & Tuire Raitio (toim.), Ulkoasiainhallinnon matrikkeli 1918–1993, 1 [A–L]. 
Ulkoasiainministeriö, Helsinki 1994; Jussi Nuorteva & Tuire Raitio (toim.), Ulkoasiainhallinnon 
matrikkeli 1918–1993, 2 [M–Ö]. Ulkoasiainministeriö, Helsinki 1996; Öller 2004, 39–41.

14   Öller 2004, 54–59; Kraujelis 2017, 727.

Image 3. Vladas Nagevičius with the 
Lithuanian Army uniform and state 
awards during the interwar period. 
Source: Wikimedia Commons.

Image 4. Professor Aukusti Robert 
Niemi. Photo by Otto Florian 1912. 
Source: Museoviraston kuvakokoel-
ma.
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organized by schoolteachers, scouts, sports clubs, the National Defence Guards, 
choirs, and journalists, to name a few of the most active groups.15

Friendship societies played a significant role in the development of cultural 
relations. The Lithuanian-Finnish Society was founded in Kaunas in 1927 (in 1936 the 
name was changed to the Lithuanian-Finnish Friendship Society). Correspondingly, 
the Finnish-Lithuanian Association was founded in 1931 in Helsinki. Both societies 
were led by significant figures in science, art, and other areas of social life. In 
Lithuania, the first chairman of the society was General V. Nagys-Nagevičius, who 
had also founded the first Lithuanian Association of Finland in 1916. In Finland, the 
first chairman of the friendship society was Professor A. R. Niemi. The significance 
of his work is shown by the fact that when A. R. Niemi passed away, the Lithuanian-
Finnish Society erected a monument to his grave. Another person who made a very 
significant contribution to the promotion of Finnish-Lithuanian relations was Ragnar 
Öller, who also served as the Consul General and Honorary Consul of Lithuania in 
Finland.16

Both societies brought together a large number of people, mainly highly educated, 
who were interested in strengthening relations between Finland and Lithuania. At the 
same time, the societies sought to make the ‘almost neighbouring country’ familiar 
to the general public, often in close cooperation with the consulates. Their work 
included presentations, exhibitions, radio programmes and writings in newspapers 
and magazines. They provided a wealth of information about all walks of life in 
Finland and Lithuania. In school, Finns received only very limited basic information 
about Lithuania, and the situation in Lithuanian schools was the same regarding 
Finland. The media work of the friendship societies and consulates thus played a 
very important complementary role. The Lithuanian-Finnish Friendship Society had 
to cease its activities when the Soviet Union occupied Lithuania in the summer of 
1940. The Finnish-Lithuanian Association was also dissolved at the request of the 
Soviet Union in the spring of 1945.17

Trade between Finland and Lithuania remained relatively modest between the 
World Wars. An important reason was the similarity of the countries’ economic 
structures; that is, Finland and Lithuania exported roughly similar products to the 

15   Öller 2004, 38, 42, 44, 47–53, 56–64; Skrodenis 2009, 345, 357–366.
16   Öller 2004, 45–47, 51–52. Detailed information on A. R. Niemi and Lithuania: see Stasys 

Skrodenis, Profesorius Aukusti Robert Niemi ir Lietuva. Suomi-Liettua kulttuurisäätiön julkaisuja 
N:o 4. Suomi-Liettua kulttuurisäätiö, Helsinki 2018; Hannu Niemi, “Kaunasin liettualais-
suomalainen yhdistys”. Donelaitis-seura 25 vuotta. Donelaitis-seura, Helsinki 2015, 37–38 
(= Niemi 2015a); Hannu Niemi, “Ensimmäinen suomalais-liettualainen yhdistys 1931–1945”. 
Donelaitis-seura 25 vuotta. Donelaitis-seura, Helsinki 2015, 51–54 (= Niemi 2015b).

17   Öller 2004, 47–51, 65; Skrodenis 2009, 316–319; Niemi 2015a, 38–39; Niemi 2015b, 55–56; Kari 
Alenius, “A distant negligible Baltic country: The image of Lithuania in Finnish schoolbooks”. 
Kari Alenius & Matti Enbuske (eds.), The Barents and the Baltic Sea Region. Contacts, Influences 
and Social Change. Studia Historica Septentrionalia 77. PSHY, Rovaniemi 2017, 376–379.
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world market. In the 1920s, exports and imports between the countries were only 1–2 
per cent of what they were with major trading partners such as Germany and Great 
Britain. However, the 1932 trade agreement, 
which reduced mutual duties, improved the 
situation. By the end of 1930s, trade had grown 
nearly tenfold, although it still accounted for 
less than 1 per cent of total imports and exports. 
Lithuania exported mainly cattle and grain 
products to Finland, and Finland’s exports to 
Lithuania consisted mainly of timber and paper.18

Challenges posed by the World War II and the Cold War

World War II marked an almost complete break in relations between Finland and 
Lithuania. Under the conditions of war, it was not possible to continue virtually any 
of the forms of cooperation that had been part of normal life. The same situation 
continued long after the end of World War II. Lithuania was occupied by the Soviet 
Union until 1991, during which time Lithuania naturally lacked all the functions of 
an independent state. Even travel between the two countries was not possible until 
the late 1950s. The Soviet Union kept Lithuania closed to foreigners for as long as 
the guerrilla war against the occupation continued, and, generally speaking, Stalin 
did not want witnesses on the scene when Lithuania was forcibly incorporated into 
the communist dictatorship.19

Throughout the Cold War, the Soviet Union allowed interaction between Finland 
and Lithuania only in limited areas and in a controlled manner. The twin city system 
was one way in which regular communication was possible. In 1967 Marijampolė 
(Kapsukas) and Kokkola were allowed to sign a twin city agreement, and Vilnius and 
Joensuu in 1970. Of these, the latter agreement led to a particularly lively cooperation. 

18   Suomen Virallinen Tilasto. 1 A Suomen kauppa ulkomaiden kanssa. Tullihallitus, Helsinki [1918–
1940].

19   Stasys Skrodenis, Lietuvos ir Suomijos draugija 1927–2000. Istorijos apybraiža. Suomi-Liet-
tua kulttuurisäätiön julkaisuja No. 2. Suomi-Liettua kulttuurisäätiö, Helsinki 2007, 169; Andres 
Kasekamp, Baltian historia. Vastapaino, Tampere 2013, 198–205. The years 1944–1953 in detail: 
see Aulis Kallio, Liettuan vaikea vuosisata 1918–2018 ja liettualais-juutalaiset suhteet. Tiberius 
kirjat, Valkeakoski 2018, 264–320.

Image 5. Consul General and Honorary 
Consul of Lithuania in Finland, dr. Ragnar 
Öller. Source: Wikimedia Commons.
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In practice, it meant reciprocal visits to schools, for example, and related to various 
fields of art. At the same time, it was possible to convey information about Finland 
and Lithuania more generally.20

Dissemination of information was really needed, because during the Soviet 
occupation, everyday contacts were otherwise very limited, and Finland and 
Lithuania gradually became increasingly unknown to each other. In Finnish 
education, Lithuania disappeared completely by the 1970s, and the situation in 
Lithuania was almost as bad for Finland. In other media, Finland also rarely appeared 
in Lithuania, and Lithuania even less so in Finland, perhaps with the exception of in 
twin cities. However, individual works of fiction were translated from Finnish into 
Lithuanian and in the opposite direction; for example, a new Lithuanian translation 
of the Kalevala appeared in 1972.21

The collapse of the Soviet Union marked a new beginning in relations between 
Finland and Lithuania. The liberalization of conditions in the late 1980s made it 
possible to increase the flow of information, and Finland experienced a strong ‘Baltic 
boom’, through which Lithuania also emerged more strongly than ever in public 
after the 1930s. Finland’s most active friends in Lithuania, and Lithuania’s friends 
in Finland, were pioneers, and this time, too, Lithuanians were slightly faster on 
the initiative. In January 1990, the Lithuanian-Finnish Society was founded, and in 
April of the same year, the Finnish-Lithuanian Society followed, officially called 
the Donelaitis Society. These associations played a key role in the interaction 
between Finland and Lithuania as a whole, especially until official relations could be 
established between the two countries at the end of 1991. Since then, these friendship 
societies have made a very significant contribution to the development of relations 
between Finland and Lithuania, just as their predecessors did between the World 
Wars.22

As for the establishment of official relations, the situation at the end of the Cold 
War resembled that at the end of the First World War. Lithuania declared independence 
in March 1990, but Finland, like almost all countries, did not immediately recognize 
Lithuania’s independence, wanting to wait and see where the process of disintegration 
of the Russian (Soviet) empire would eventually lead. The failed coup attempt by 
conservative communists in August 1991 changed the situation. Occupied Estonia 

20   Skrodenis 2007, 169–170; Skrodenis 2009, 421; Kaija Laitinen, Virallista ystävyyttä: Suomen ja 
Neuvostoliiton välinen ystävyyskaupunkitoiminta 1950-luvulta Neuvostoliiton hajoamiseen. Pro 
gradu -tutkielma, Helsingin yliopisto 2000.

21   Skrodenis 2007, 169–170; Alenius 2017, 380–382.
22   Skrodenis 2007, 170–174; Hannu Niemi, “Ystävyysseuratoiminnan uusi alku”. Donelaitis-seura 

25 vuotta. Donelaitis-seura, Helsinki 2015, 75–83. Donelaitis-seura 1990–2010 in detail, see 
Donelaitis-seura – Liettuan ystävät ry:n jäsenlehti 4/2010; see also “Seuran historia”. Joensuun 
seudun Donelaitis-seura – Liettuan ystävät ry: https://donelaitisjoensuu.com/seuran-historia/ 
(accessed 20.11.2021).
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and Latvia also declared independence restored, and non-Russian Soviet republics 
announced their secession from the Soviet Union. Like other European countries, 
Finland established diplomatic relations with Lithuania and other independent 
states at the end of August. Finland officially announced that its 1921 recognition 
of Lithuania was still valid and that it was a matter of restoring relations. With this 
wording, Finland wanted to emphasize that it had never accepted the occupation and 
annexation of Lithuania and the other Baltic countries to the Soviet Union.23

A new expansion and deepening of relations

Since the restoration of Lithuania’s independence, relations between Lithuania and 
Finland have developed quite rapidly. Finland opened an embassy in Vilnius at the 
end of 1991, and the Lithuanian embassy opened in Helsinki about two years later. In 
addition to embassies, there have been one or more honorary consuls in each country 
on a regular basis. The visits of the highest representatives of the state leadership to 
Finland and Lithuania have become almost an annual routine. For instance, in 2009–
2011, the presidents, prime ministers and foreign ministers of the countries made 
a total of 10 visits from Lithuania to Finland or vice versa. Frequent visits confirm 
close and good relationships.24

In the 1990s, Finland and Lithuania concluded a number of bilateral agreements 
coordinating economic, cultural and social security issues. Between 1992 and 1994, 
agreements on trade and transport promotion came to the fore. In the second half 
of the decade, agreements on cooperation in the fields of culture, education, and 
science, as well as cooperation in the fight against crime, emerged. Since Lithuania 
also joined the European Union (2004), the need for formal bilateral agreements has 
virtually ceased to exist, and relations are largely determined by the EU’s general 
agreements. In terms of economic relations, the latest integrative step was Lithuania’s 
transition to the single currency (€) in 2015.25

In security policy, the geopolitical positions and interests of Finland and 
Lithuania are very similar, but Lithuania was more openly committed than Finland 
to cooperating with the West. Lithuania joined NATO in 2004, but Finland contented 

23   Kallio 2018, 412–423; Aila Ruokokoski, “Realismia ja varovaisuutta. Suomen Baltian-politiikan 
linjat vuosina 1987–1991”. Heikki Roiko-Jokela (toim.), Virallista politiikkaa – epävirallista 
kanssakäymistä. Suomen ja Viron suhteiden käännekohtia 1860–1991. Atena, Jyväskylä 1997, 
259–261.

24   “Suomi ja Liettua > Kahdenväliset suhteet”. Suomi ulkomailla sivustot: https://finlandabroad.fi/
web/ltu/kahdenvaliset-suhteet (accessed 20.11.2021).

25   “Suomi ja Liettua > Kahdenväliset suhteet”. Suomi ulkomailla sivustot: https://finlandabroad.fi/
web/ltu/kahdenvaliset-suhteet (accessed 20.11.2021).
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itself with a looser commitment through the Partnership for Peace Agreement (as did 
Sweden) until 2022.26

Over the past three decades, Finland has become relatively well-known in 
Lithuania, and Lithuania in Finland. Once again, the necessary basic information 
is provided in school, and there is a wealth of information available in the media 
to all those who are interested. It seems that among the public, perceptions of the 
partner country are largely positive, although their knowledge may not be very in-
depth. On the other hand, personal experiences are increasing all the time, as tourism 
between Finland and Lithuania has grown rapidly from a few thousand tourists at the 
beginning to tens of thousands of tourists a year in the early 2020s.27

Economic relations have expanded significantly as Lithuania has recovered from 
the devastation caused by the Soviet occupation. Membership in the European Union 

26   “Partnership for Peace programme”. North Atlantic Treaty Organization: https://www.nato.int/
cps/en/natolive/topics_50349.htm (accessed 17.11.2021).

27   Alenius 2017, 382–384; “Number of international tourists in Lithuania in 2019, by country of 
origin”. Statista: https://www.statista.com/statistics/1058914/lithuania-number-of-internation-
al-tourists-by-origin/ (accessed 19.11.2021).

Image 6. Official visit of Martti Ahtisaari, President of the Republic of Finland, to the Republic 
of Lithuania. Martti Ahtisaari, President of the Republic of Finland (on the left), and Algirdas 
Brazauskas, President of the Republic of Lithuania (on the right). Vilnius, Lithuania, 16 
January 1996. Photo by Larisa Dmuchovskaja. Source: Lithuanian Central State Archives 
0-108906.
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since 2004 has continued to open up significant new opportunities and simplified 
foreign trade issues. The analogy to developments between the World Wars is again 
noticeable. In the 1920s and 1990s, trade between Finland and Lithuania was about 
a thousandth of the total volume of foreign trade, but in the 2000s and 2010s – like 
during the 1930s – the volume has increased tenfold, corresponding to about 1 per 
cent (on a gross value of about €500 million). Finland’s exports to Lithuania mainly 
consist of refined petroleum products, machinery, and paper products. Lithuania 
exports plastic products, electrical equipment, and furniture to Finland, among other 
things. With regard to financial investments in the partner country, Finland has, for 
understandable reasons, had better opportunities than Lithuania.28

All in all, relations between Finland and Lithuania are warm, unproblematic, and 
based on equality, as we celebrate the centenary of diplomatic relations between the 
two countries. The prospects for further deepening and broadening relations are very 
good, especially in the cultural and economic fields.

28   Kauppa 7.13 Suurimmat tuonti- ja vientimaat. Suomen Tilastollinen Vuosikirja [1992–2020]: 
https://www.doria.fi/handle/10024/67152 (accessed 17.11.2021); “Suomi ja Liettua > Kahden-
väliset suhteet”. Suomi ulkomailla sivustot: https://finlandabroad.fi/web/ltu/kahdenvaliset-suh-
teet (accessed 20.11.2021).


