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Abstract 

This thesis aims to shed light on narrative structures used in the stories of the social media site Reddit, 

and more particularly in a subreddit called r/tifu, which includes stories about the writer’s personal 

blunders. The name of the subreddit is an acronym for Today I Fucked Up. 50 stories were collected 

from the subreddit. To find out what kind of narrative structures were used in them, Labov’s (1972) 

method of narrative analysis was utilized. As some of the stories included edited and updated parts 

that were added later and were not part of the main story, these parts were examined with the help of 

close reading. The results show that the stories have some structures in common: all the stories begin 

with an abstract, a summary of the topic of the story. Generally, the abstract is followed by one or 

more clauses of orientation which tell the time of the story. All stories proceed towards the resolution 

with the help of complicating action and evaluation. After the resolution, some codas or evaluation 

might be added. One unique structure was found in the data, and in this study, it is called metatext. 

Metatext appears between abstract and orientation, marking their boundary and announcing that the 

story is about to begin. The edited and updated parts are used to thank readers for the attention the 

story has received, as well as provide additional information about the story, to answer the readers’ 

questions or comments and to tell what happened afterwards. Overall, the stories proceed similarly 

and use similar structures, while some of the stories include unique structures: metatext and edits and 

updates. 

Tiivistelmä 

Tämä tutkimus pyrkii selvittämään, minkälaisia narratiivin rakenteita esiintyy Reddit-nimisen 

sosiaalisen median alustan tarinoissa, tarkemmin sanottuna r/tifu nimisen subredditin tarinoissa, jotka 

kertovat kirjoittajan henkilökohtaisista mokauksista.  Subredditin nimi on akronyymi sanoista Today 

I Fucked Up, joka vapaasti suomennettuna tarkoittaa ‘tänään minä mokasin’.  Subredditistä kerättiin 

50 tarinaa, joiden narratiivien rakenteita analysoitiin Labovin (1972) mallin avulla. Osa tarinoista 

sisälsi muokattuja tai päivitettyjä osia, jotka tyypillisesti on lisätty jälkikäteen ja jotka eivät olleet osa 

päätarinaa, ja näitä osia tarkasteltiin lähiluvun avulla.  Tulokset osoittavat, että tarinoissa on joitakin 

samankaltaisia rakenteita: ne kaikki alkavat abstraktilla, joka on ikään kuin yhteenveto tarinasta ja 

sen sisällöstä. Yleisesti abstraktin jälkeen esiintyy yhden tai useamman virkkeen verran orientaatiota, 

joka kertoo tarinan taustatietoja, kuten ajan tai paikan. Kaikki tarinat kulkevat ratkaisua kohti tekojen 

ja evaluaation avulla. Resoluution jälkeen saatetaan käyttää evaluaatiota. Tarinoissa esiintyi myös 

yksi uniikki rakenne, jota kutsutaan tässä tutkimuksessa metatekstiksi. Metateksti esiintyy abstraktin 

ja orientaation välissä merkiten niiden rajan, kertoen tarinan alkavan. Muokatut ja päivitetyt osat 

yleensä kiittävät lukijoita tarinalle annetusta huomiosta, antavat lisätietoa tarinasta, vastaavat 



 

 

lukijoiden kysymyksiin tai kommentteihin ja antavat tietoa siitä, mitä tapahtui tarinan jälkeen. Kaiken 

kaikkiaan, tarinoilla on yhteisiä narratiivin rakenteita, ja jotkin tarinat sisältävät uniikkeja rakenteita: 

metatekstiä ja muokkauksia tai päivityksiä. 
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1. Introduction 

Stories are one way for people to make sense of themselves and the world (Page, 2018, p. 1), and 

therefore a significant part of humanity. Ever since social media platforms emerged, they have 

allowed people to tell stories about their experiences online in a relatively easy way (Page, 2017, p. 

524). Stories and how they are told, or narrated, have been studied for long, and in fact, Aristotle 

created one of the first schemes for the analysis of narratives (Alleyne, 2015). Since then, narratives 

of all kinds of media have been studied, including social media, where people share all kinds of stories 

for different purposes – for entertainment, to obtain emotional support, and to evoke discussion.  

Although online narratives and storytelling in social media have been studied much over the years, 

the stories of Reddit have not received as much academic attention as the stories of other platforms, 

such as Facebook, Twitter, or YouTube. The studies about social media narratives have often 

revolved around certain topics, such as eating disorders (Sowles et al, 2018) and health issues 

(Thomas et al., 2019), and how these topics have been discussed or narrated online. However, since 

the stories of Reddit have not received as much attention as other platforms, it is important to study 

how people tell stories there. This thesis studies the stories of a subreddit called r/tifu (later referred 

to as r/tifu), the name of which is an acronym for Today I Fucked Up. The stories posted in this 

subreddit are supposed to be about the writer’s own life and how they have done something that has 

had consequences, often of ridiculous kind. The niche of this study is to examine this subreddit and 

shed light on what kind of narrative structures people have used in the stories of their blunders that 

have resulted in unforeseeable and surprising endings. To study this, Labov’s model of narrative 

analysis (1972) will be utilized in the analysis of the data, and close reading will be applied to the 

analysis of updates and edits that appear after the proper story. 

The thesis begins with introducing Reddit briefly, after which the theoretical background of this study 

will be introduced, and the term narrative will be defined. Some previous research will be presented 

and then the data and methods will be introduced, after which the ethics of this study will be 

considered. Finally, the analysis will be presented, and it is followed by discussion and conclusion.  
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2. Reddit 

Reddit is a social media platform that consists of subforums, also called subreddits, which are forums 

that all handle different kinds of topics. The official Reddit page defines Reddit as: 

“... home to thousands of communities, endless conversation, and authentic human 

connection. Whether you're into breaking news, sports, TV fan theories, or a never-

ending stream of the internet's cutest animals, there's a community on Reddit for you” 

(Reddit Inc, n.d.). 

These communities are synonymous to the subreddits, and as the official page states, there are 

thousands of these communities and subreddits for almost anything. For example, some of them are 

focused on posting links to news articles (r/worldnews), on providing people a place to discuss and 

share their stories (r/tifu, at focus here), and for posting humoristic pictures, memes (r/memes) and 

questions (r/askreddit).  

Usually, these subreddits have rules that the posts and users must follow, and some of these rules can 

affect the content and formatting of the posts. People who have registered to Reddit may follow these 

subreddits - some of the subreddits have only a few followers and some have millions. Reddit allows 

registered users to post content (images, text, links, videos, gifs, and polls) to the subreddits, 

comment, upvote (positive rating) and downvote (negative rating) posts, and send messages to other 

users. The registered users can choose a unique username; hence the usernames offer some 

anonymity.  

In their own words, Reddit has currently over 52 million daily active users and over 50 billion 

monthly views (Reddit Inc, n.d.) making it a rather popular social media platform. Therefore, it is an 

interesting platform to study as it includes a massive amount of data on a variety of topics. The 

subreddit this study focuses on is r/tifu, which will be introduced in detail later in the section 4.1. At 

this point, however, it is important to note that as the focus of this study is on the narrative structures 

used in the stories of r/tifu, it is mandatory to consider the rules of r/tifu in the analysis, since they 

can and do affect some of the structures used. This will be discussed in detail in the section 4.1 as 

well. 
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3. Theoretical background 

In this section the background of this study will be introduced, as well as some previous research that 

has been carried out on narratives in social media and Reddit.  

3.1. Narratology, narrative analysis, and social media storytelling 

Fludernik describes narratology, or narrative theory in other words, as the “study of narrative as a 

genre” (2009, p. 8). It has originally been used to study poetics and literary texts (Fludernik, 2009, p. 

9), but it has since been used to study multiple text types from short video clips called vines to other 

social media text types, for instance, memes (Asukas, 2018; de Saint Laurent et al., 2021). Based on 

this, narratology provides a good starting point for the study of the narratives of Reddit stories, the 

topic of this study. 

There are many definitions for the term narrative itself, some of which are narrower than others, but 

as Fludernik points out, “narrative is all around us, not just in the novel or in historical writing” (2009, 

p. 1), and she also mentions that whenever someone tells someone about something, there is narrative 

(2009, p. 1). Therefore, the stories of r/tifu also count as narratives – they are stories told by individual 

people to the audience on Reddit. This study uses Fludernik’s definition of narrative: 

“A narrative (Fr. récit; Ger. Erzählung) is a representation of a possible world in a 

linguistic and/or visual medium, at whose centre there are one or several protagonists 

of an anthropomorphic nature who are existentially anchored in a temporal and spatial 

sense and who (mostly) perform goal-directed actions (action and plot structure). It is 

the experience of these protagonists that narratives focus on, allowing readers to 

immerse themselves in a different world and in the life of the protagonists” (2009, p. 

6). 

Stories told in social media have attracted interest in many fields besides narratology. Thus, many 

kinds of narrative analyses have also been utilized in the analysis of social media narratives. Social 

media narratives have been studied from many kinds of viewpoints, for example from sociolinguistic 

or discourse analytic viewpoints. Analyzing social media narratives has also demanded a more 

contextualized approach to narratives, as social media narratives might not comply with earlier 

definitions of narrative (Page, 2017, p. 523). Thus, this thesis also uses Fludernik’s definition, which 

is quite flexible.  
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Concerning social media storytelling, Page mentions that social media narratives can be told in 

complex interactional contexts by many tellers, and the topics can be very mundane at times and the 

stories might not be fully developed, although on the other hand social media stories can also be about 

life changing experiences (2017, p. 525-526; 2018, p. 2-3). Furthermore, Page (2017, p. 525) explains 

that social media narratives differ from traditional oral narratives for instance because they can be 

commented, and because other people can interact with the original teller and story in many ways 

and as the stories have lots of collaborative potential (Page, 2015, p. 330). This means that the stories 

are sometimes created by many people. Different social media sites, for example Twitter and 

Facebook, include different types of narratives and text types, and sometimes stories can be told in 

multiple posts (Page, 2017). Social media is also full of so-called small stories, which are short and 

non-canonical, typically co-constructed and not fully developed stories, such as hypothetical stories 

or discussions of breaking news in present tense (Page, 2017, p. 526). Interestingly, the r/tifu stories 

seem to be a mix of both non-canonical narratives and more traditional types of narratives, as they 

are formed of proper, quite monologue-like stories but also include interactive additions as the readers 

may comment on the stories and for example ask questions from the writer of the story, which the 

writer may answer. It is also possible that the stories are continued outside of the main story, for 

example in the comment section, which means the stories can be told in multiple posts, which is one 

feature of social media storytelling. 

Page (2015) also mentions the terms linearity and tellership and discussed how these are present in 

social media. Tellership varies between different social media sites and different narratives, as some 

narratives might be told by one person to a passive audience, whilst other narratives can be 

constructed together by many participants (Page, 2015, p. 338; Page, 2017, p. 525). The r/tifu stories 

are both told by one person and aimed at a passive audience, while also partly constructed with the 

help of the readers, as they can comment on the stories and ask for continuation or ask questions. 

However, in the end the control of the main story seems to be in the hands of the original writer. 

Linearity considers how the narrator decides to sequence the story, in other words, how it is organized 

– is it told in past, present or future tense, for example (Page, 2015, p. 333-334). According to Page, 

it is typical for social media stories to use present tense and report ongoing stories (2015, p. 334), 

which actually is not the most typical case in r/tifu stories, although some stories use present tense. 

All in all, different social media sites include different kinds of narratives, and it seems that r/tifu 

stories are a mix between traditional single teller stories and interactional, collaborative storytelling, 

which demands a flexible definition of narrative. 
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To return to the analysis of narratives, different ways to analyze and approach narratives exist, from 

feminist approaches to psychoanalytical approaches, although Fludernik notes that since linguistics 

has had a major influence on narratology, many of the narratologist models are structuralist (2009, p. 

9). Indeed, this thesis also applies structural narrative analysis, more particularly William Labov’s 

model of narrative analysis from 1972, to study the narrative structures of the stories of r/tifu. The 

model and its application in the analysis will be introduced in detail in the section 4.3, and the general 

information will be explained in the following paragraphs. 

Labov developed a highly popular model for analyzing narrative structures, which was originally 

used to study the narrative structures of orally told stories (Patterson, 2013; Labov, 1972), and it 

consists of six main parts of narrative: abstract, orientation, complicating action, evaluation, 

resolution, and coda. Labov defines narrative as “one method of recapitulating past experience by 

matching a verbal sequence of clauses to the sequence of events which (it is inferred) actually 

occurred” (1972, p. 360), which is very restrictive when compared to Fludernik’s definition. Labov 

focuses on clausal structures and so-called narrative clauses, which are clauses that have temporal 

juncture, and they cannot be moved without changing the semantic interpretation of the text (Alleyne, 

2015; Labov, 1972). Labov also defines a minimal narrative, in which “the clauses are 

characteristically ordered in temporal sequence” (1972, p. 360). Because of these definitions, Labov 

argues that some clauses are not narrative, such as non-independent clauses, subordinate clauses or 

clauses that include used to, would or the general present for example (1972). This does somewhat 

restrict the analysis of the stories of r/tifu, since the stories include many clauses that are not narrative 

according to this definition; however, to enable a full analysis of the data this study focuses on 

Fludernik’s definition of narrative and approaches all the stories and clauses as narratives.  

Labov’s model has received a fair amount of critique. It has been criticized for example because it 

does not consider the context of the narratives, and because Labov’s definition of narrative clauses 

causes some problems since not all texts fit into his definition, making the model inflexible (Patterson, 

2013; Alleyne, 2015). Because of this his model has mainly been seen to be suitable for studying 

monologies. It has also been criticized due to its focus on events rather than experience, although the 

stories might not always be told because of the actions that have occurred, but because of how they 

made the narrator feel about the actions (Patterson, 2013).  

Although the model was originally developed for studying oral stories and even though it has its 

flaws, that it can be transferred to the study of the r/tifu stories. This is because the stories of r/tifu 

somewhat resemble orally told stories in their straightforwardness. Moreover, most of them are 

written in an informal manner and they resemble monologies. Some structures, however, are not 
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suitable with Labov’s model, but are unique to the stories of r/tifu. The details of Labov’s model and 

how it will be used will be introduced later in the section 4.3. 

3.2. Previous research on narratives in social media and Reddit 

Many studies have focused on social media narratives, but most of them have investigated other 

platforms than Reddit, for example YouTube, Facebook, and Twitter, and the studies have often come 

from different kinds of fields, not only the linguistics or literary fields. Social media narratives that 

discuss mental health and other health issues seem to be studied quite widely in the field of medicine 

and psychology. For example, in a study by Das (2017) the narratives of online discussions 

considering childbirth were analyzed with the help of thematical analysis. Especially the narratives 

of cancer survivors or narratives about cancer in general have received a fair amount of attention, and 

it seems that telling their stories has had a positive impact on the health of the storyteller and listeners 

(see for example Thomas et al., 2019; Chou et al. 2011). 

When it comes to Reddit, it has been used as a data source to study many different topics, from 

discussions on eating disorders (Sowles et al., 2018) and other health issues (Thomas et al., 2019) to 

humor (Dynel, 2020) to name a few examples. There have been a few studies that have handled 

narratives of Reddit posts, such as a study by de Saint Laurent et al. (2021) which handled the political 

narratives of coronavirus memes in the subreddit r/CoronavirusMemes. Their study focused on 

analyzing the different kinds of character roles that appeared in the memes. Although their study deals 

with narratives and the data has been collected from Reddit, it is different from this thesis since it 

deals with very different kind narratives compared to the stories of r/tifu. 

In the previous studies, many different methods have been used to study these topics, such as content 

analysis, discourse analysis, and thematic analysis. However, it seems that narrative studies on Reddit 

are very scarce and therefore Reddit narratives should be studied further, hence the topic of this study. 

Therefore, this study attempts to shed light on what kind of narrative structures are used in the stories 

of the subreddit r/tifu, which deal with the writer’s personal blunders. 
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4. Data, ethics, and methodology 

In this section, the data and the subreddit r/tifu are introduced in detail and the ethics of this study are 

considered. After that, the methods used are introduced in detail. 

4.1. The subreddit r/tifu 

The data consists of 50 stories that have been posted in a subreddit called r/tifu, which currently has 

nearly 17 million users subscribed to it, making it one of the 50 largest subreddits of Reddit. The 

name is an acronym for Today I Fucked Up, which summarizes the essence of the subreddit, since 

the stories posted there handle events that have resulted in surprising, ridiculous, or otherwise funny 

endings and have had some sort of consequences. They are stories about failures and blunders, or 

colloquially speaking, ‘fuckups’. They are also often humorous. The subreddit is open for public and 

anyone with or without an account may read the posts and comments. People who have registered 

and therefore have a Reddit account, who are also called ‘redditors’, may also post in the subreddit 

as well as give upvotes, downvotes, or awards to the posts to assess them and they can also comment 

them. People who do not have an account may only read and observe the content. 

Something that needs to be addressed about the data is that the stories posted in this subreddit must 

follow the rules of the subreddit, and thus some of the structures present in the stories most likely 

have been influenced by these rules. The rules of the subreddit are: 1) all posts have to start with 

TIFU or TIFUpdate (an update of a previous TIFU post), the posts have to be at least 750 characters 

long, the posts must contain a TL;DR (Too Long, Didn’t Read) at the end to summarize the post 2) 

the post must be about the writer’s own fuckup, not about someone else’s, and reposts of others’ 

stories are not allowed 3) posts must be the writer’s own fault, no TIFU by getting: robbed, scammed, 

raped, cheated on or anything like that, since they are not the writer’s fault 4) the posts must not be 

overly vulgar 5) posts that are not fuckups, that is, stories of humblebrags, or stories that do not go 

anywhere or have any consequences are not allowed; and 6) the people on the subreddit must be civil, 

and no personal information is allowed to be posted (Reddit, n.d.) Out of these rules, the rules number 

one and two have the most influence on the structure of the stories, since they all must start with 

TIFU or TIFUpdate, have to be at least 750 characters long and have to include a TL;DR, and the 

story must be told in first person, because the story has to be about something that has happened to 

the writer. The other rules only affect the actual content of the posts. These rules are something that 

need to be considered in the analysis, as they might explain why some of the structures are present in 

the stories. 
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The data has been collected from r/tifu during one day in February 2021. 50 stories were collected 

from the most popular posts of the month, and these posts were accessed by sorting the posts by “top 

posts of the month”, a sorting function available on all subreddits. Each of the stories have been 

written by a different writer. These stories had received the most upvotes in the subreddit during the 

past month and were therefore chosen because they represent successful stories and can be thought 

of as entertaining based on the amount of upvotes received. The posts vary in length and handle very 

different kinds of themes, and every writer has their own style – some stories are more straightforward 

than others, some writers use more colorful language than others, and some use lengthier descriptions, 

structures, and literary devices in their stories.  

One specific interactional feature of Reddit is that the writer may edit and add updates to the post 

they have written, and often they add these updates or edits to answer to the most frequent questions 

that have appeared in the comments or to thank the people for giving the post awards or attention in 

general, and sometimes to add some information about the story. Often the writers mention in the 

post that they have updated or edited the post, for example writing: “edit: thank you for the awards”. 

These edits and updates are not part of the proper stories but add information about them. 

4.2. Ethical considerations  

Researching social media is always somewhat complicated when it comes to ethics, and the topic of 

this study is no exception. For example, Kosonen et al (2018) mention that the boundaries between 

data, persons, and text can be very blurry in social media, making it difficult to recognize possible 

problems relating to ethics. The content of Reddit is publicly available, and the users’ offline 

identities are protected by the usernames of their choice. Since the content can be freely accessed by 

the public, the data can also be seen to be freely accessible. Nonetheless, it is preferrable to at least 

inform the community or writers somehow that a research is being carried out and how the data are 

analyzed. As Kosonen et al (2018) mention, the research subject often should be given a possibility 

to make an informed and personal decision of partaking in a research. The research subjects also have 

a right to privacy, which should be respected.  

The ethical considerations were respected in this study by sending each of the writers a message that 

included all the necessary information about the research and the handling of data and anonymization, 

as well as provided them with the possibility to tell the researcher to not use their post if they do not 

want it to be included in the thesis as an example. When it comes to presenting the data in the thesis, 

all usernames and timestamps have been omitted to protect the writers’ anonymity. The original plan 
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was to avoid using full stories as examples so that the stories could not be found so easily via search 

engines, however, it is quite difficult since the study utilizes Labov’s model of narrative analysis 

which analyses narratives based on clauses, so it is nearly impossible to present the results in a 

sensible way without using at least one full story as an example. A solution to this is that only the 

stories of which writers replied to the research notification message and gave the permission to use 

their stories will be used as examples. As few full stories will be used as possible, also stories about 

sensitive topics, such as health and sexuality, will be handled carefully if used as examples. In order 

to handle stories with exceptional structures, depending on whether or not the writer has replied to 

the message, these exceptional stories will be used sparingly and carefully as examples to ensure 

sensible presentation of the findings. They will also be presented as briefly and shortly as possible to 

ensure as much anonymity as possible. 

4.3. Methods 

In this section the Labovian model of narrative analysis is introduced in detail, and it will be the main 

method of analysis in this study. 

Labov’s model consists of six main parts of narrative: abstract, orientation, complicating action, 

evaluation, resolution, and coda. Each narrative clause is coded based on these parts, and since this 

study approaches all the clauses as narratives, all the clauses will be coded according to the model. 

Abstract is a summary of the whole story, which “encapsulates the point of the story” (Labov, 1972, 

p. 363), and it usually appears at the beginning of the narrative. Orientation introduces the time, place, 

and people of the story, and might also provide some background about the situation. Complicating 

action answers to the question “then what happened”, as it tells the reader what happened next. 

Evaluation shows why the story is important and why it is told in the first place. Labov also mentions 

that evaluation is used to tell the narratee that something is uncommon, unusual, hilarious, terrifying, 

or peculiar, for example, and these features make the story worth reporting and are a reason why it is 

told (1972, p. 371). Resolution tells what finally happened, the result of the actions, and the coda 

signals that the story has ended and might sometimes tie the story to the current time, and they might 

also show what kinds of effects the events had on the narrator. 

Labov further recognizes different types of evaluation: external, embedded, and evaluative action. 

External evaluation is the type of evaluation, in which the narrator interrupts the narration by 

addressing the narratee, or the listener, and telling them what the point is (Labov, 1972, p. 371). An 

example of this would be if the narrator said: “it was a really terrible situation”, in which the narrator 
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interrupts the story by pointing out and evaluating what kind of a situation he felt it was. Embedded 

evaluation happens for example when the narrator quotes himself or presents a comment: “I said ‘I 

love you too’” or “He asked ‘who are you?’”. Evaluative action tells the listeners “what people did 

rather than what they said” (Labov, 1972, p. 373), and an example of this is if the narrator said: “I 

was shakin’ like a leaf”, which combines evaluation and action – it tells the listener what the narrator 

did (shook like a leaf). As Labov notes, these types of evaluations create suspension in the narrative, 

as they create a pause between the actions.  

The stories have been analyzed by separating clauses and numbering them, then creating a table and 

sorting each of the clauses based on which part of narrative they represent, for example abstract or 

resolution. In the tables, the types of evaluation have not been specified, but they will be considered 

in the analysis when the data is examined in more detail. Unlike Labov, this study sees all clauses as 

narratives and will sort them based on which part of narrative they seem to represent. When Labov’s 

model does not offer a suitable category for a clause, the model is supplemented by finding new 

narrative structures that have been used in r/tifu stories.  

The updated and edited parts of the stories will be examined through close reading. Through close 

reading, attention will be paid to the actions in the edits and updates. In the close reading, the steps 

introduced by Kain (1998) will be used: annotation of the text, looking for patterns in the text, and 

interpreting the patterns. 
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5. Analysis 

This section provides a detailed analysis of the 50 r/tifu stories, and the section has been divided into 

three subsections: first the general findings and analysis will be discussed, then some exceptions that 

appeared in the data will be presented, and finally the edited and updated parts will be discussed. The 

stories will be presented as they are, the wordings have been preserved and no misspellings have been 

corrected, and they are presented in the form of tables or short examples. In the ‘part of narrative’ 

section of the tables the capital letters stand for:  

A = abstract, what the story is about 

O = orientation, answers to when, where, and who 

CA = complicating action, then what happened 

E = evaluation, why the story is worth telling or what the writer is getting at 

R = resolution, what finally happened 

C = coda, indicates that the story has ended and possibly ties the story to the current moment 

5.1.  Common narrative structures 

All 50 stories begin with an abstract, which tells the reader some sort of a summary of what the story 

will be about and what has happened to the writer. The abstract appears in the titles of the stories, not 

in the body of the text, although some writers have also added the same title into the body. This is 

most likely a result of the rules of the subreddit: the rules demand that every post must have TIFU or 

TIFUpdate in the title, and a natural continuation for these acronyms is an explanation of how the 

writer has ‘fucked up’. The titles are typically formed as: TIFU by doing X. A few examples of the 

titles from the data are: “TIFU by sending fan mail to Marvel Comics”, “TIFU by casually throwing 

a bag of birdseed into my virtual shopping basket”, and “TIFU by selling my 1 GameStop stock 

before they blew up on the Stock Market”. The titles do not always necessarily tell too much about 

what has happened and what the resolution will be, other than that the writer thinks they have ‘fucked 

up’ by doing whatever they mention they have done in the title. As Labov noted, abstracts usually 

appear at the beginning of stories (1972), as is the case in all the stories in the data. 

In 42 out of the 50 stories, the abstract is followed by orientation. Often there are one or two sentences 

that state when the story has taken place, for example in Table 1 line 2 the writer tells immediately 
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after the abstract that the story has happened on the same day. This is a very typical way of telling 

when the story has occurred, and the story in Table 1 is a very typical story structurally. 

 

Table 1. tifu by trying on a new dress. 

  Part of 

narrative 
1 tifu by trying on a new dress. A 
2 This actually happened today.  O 
3 Here’s the story. Metatext 
4 So I get my new dress in the mail! CA 

5 Super excited to try it on. E 
6 My husband helps me zip it up,  CA  
7 tells me I look cute, CA + E 
8 and heads off to class  CA 
9 (we live at an university). O 
10 I twirl around a little  CA 
11 then I decide it’s time to take it off CA 

12 and get in the shower to start my day. CA 
13 Cue the fuck up. CA 
14 I can’t reach the zipper. CA 
15 ok don’t panic I think.  CA + E 
16 I spend 20 minutes trying to get this thing off. CA 
17 It’s not happening. CA 
18 There’s simply no way because I’m about as flexible as a stick. E 
19 I only know one other person on campus. O 
20 We will call him Steve. O 
21 Our mutual friend Steve lives really close to us  O 

22 and is very single. O + E 

23 Now, in case you aren’t aware, asking your single guy friend to help you out of 
some clothes because your husband isn’t home doesn’t look good. At all. 

E 

24 But, alas! I’m stuck. CA + E 

25 So I call him. CA 

26 I tell him the whole thing. CA 

27 and he’s just as uncomfortable as I am CA + E 

28 But like the amazing friend he is,  E 

29 he walks over,  CA 

30 stands outside my front door CA 

31 and helps me unzip my dress just to the point that I can reach it. CA 

32 We exchange a very awkward and hasty goodbye  CA +E 

33 and we were both on our way back to our normal lives. R 

34 My husbands thinks that this whole thing is hilarious  C 

35 and is teasing us both relentlessly. C 

36 And needless to say I’ve never been more embarrassed in my life. E 

37 Tl;dr: got stuck in my dress home alone  A 

38 and had to ask my guy friend to help me out of my situation. A 

39 Edit 1: thank you for all the support and awards! Sign of 

gratitude 
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40 Edit 2: for those of you asking why I didn’t call my husband it’s because he was at 

a class thirty miles away. It was for his job, not school, and he had to be there or 

would be fired. 

Answer to 

question 

41 Edit 3: for people saying that it doesn’t matter who helps me undress because 

caring about the appearance of our marriage is dumb. It matters to my husband and 

I. Every relationship is different. If it doesn’t matter in your relationship that’s fine! 

No judgment here. But just because it matters in mine doesn’t make it a bad thing. 

Answer to 

comments 

 

Some other examples from the data include: “So this happened in the mid 90’s” (Story 1), 

“Obligatory- the FU happened months ago” (Story 2), and “This happened a few years ago” (Story 

3). Sometimes the writer also provides information about the people involved in the story and possible 

background information regarding the situation in general is sometimes provided. In one story for 

example, the writer provides background information about the situation in the following sentence: 

“All classes are being delivered online due to the pandemic and as such we log into Microsoft teams 

to participate in our lessons” (Story 4). This sentence appears right after the writer mentions that he 

is a university student, which also is one kind of orientation as it provides information about the 

writer, who also is the protagonist of the story. This second orientation provides the reader with a 

context or setting in which the following story will take place – the writer is taking online lessons due 

to the pandemic and thus needs to log into Microsoft Teams to access the lessons.  

However, the eight stories that did not have orientation right after the abstract still included 

orientation at later parts of the story, apart from one story that did not include any orientation at all 

and proceeded towards the resolution merely with the help of complicating action and evaluation. 

The seven other stories all had a clause or two of updating that had been added after the story was 

originally posted, or a clause of some sort of metatext – for example, “Buckle up, folks”, these 

metatexts will be discussed in the next section in more detail – before the orientation. Thus, it can be 

said that orientation nearly always appears after the abstract to provide some background information 

about the story, whether it be about the time, location, or the situation in general. 

As mentioned, orientation does not always appear only at the beginning of the story; it can also be 

added at later parts. This happened in 16 stories. Thus, it is somewhat common to add background 

information relating to the occurring situation or the relevant people in the middle of the story. For 

example, in Table 1 line 9 the writer mentions that the story takes place at a university. This 

orientation also seems to work as an explanation for the previous clause which states that the writer’s 

husband had headed off to class, which makes more sense when context is added in the form of 

orientation. This orientation in the middle of the story seems to make the context clearer for the 

reader, especially since later in the story the writer mentions that she only knows one other person on 
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the campus (line 19), which now is more understandable as the reader was earlier provided with a 

context.  It could be argued, however, that the orientation in line 19 could also be categorized as 

evaluation, as it does explain why the story is worth reporting and why this situation is embarrassing 

and unusual – the writer has no choice but to contact her male friend to help her undress, since she 

does not know other people who live near her.  

To return to the way the stories generally proceed, what comes after the abstract and orientation that 

appears after the abstract differs much between different stories. Typically, they are followed by 

complicating actions and evaluation, which appear in random order, sometimes some orientation 

might be added between them as mentioned in the previous paragraph. At times evaluation and 

complicating action are both present at the same time in the same clause. For example, such overlap 

can be seen in the Table 1 line 15, in which the writer evaluates the complicating action as she is 

trying not to panic. The action implies that the writer evaluates it as panic inducing, and that this 

situation is therefore meaningful to the writer as it caused her to think this way. This example could 

also be classified more specifically as embedded evaluation since the writer stops the story to tell the 

reader about her thoughts. All the stories do, however, proceed towards the resolution through 

evaluation and complicating action, although they may appear in a random order. Also, Labov (1972, 

p. 369) mentions that evaluation tends to appear before resolution as evaluation suspends the actions, 

and this happened in 23 of the 50 stories, making it quite common. However, having no evaluation 

before resolution is not atypical either. For instance, in Table 1 line 32, right before the resolution the 

writer evaluates the previous action of exchanging goodbyes as awkward and hasty. 

In the data, external evaluation was used the most often, in fact, all the stories included at least a 

sentence or two of external evaluation. This kind of external evaluation happens when the narrator 

addresses the narratee, or reader in this case, directly, telling them what the point of the story is, or 

why it is worth reporting. Evaluation can also be used to tell that the occurring events are unusual, 

terrifying, or peculiar, for example, making the story worth reporting. A simple example of external 

evaluation manifests in Table 1 line 5, when the narrator mentions that she is “super excited” to try 

on the dress. This evaluation notifies the reader that this is an important, exciting occurrence for the 

narrator, and is therefore part of why the story is being told. Another example comes from a story in 

which the writer sends fan mail to Marvel Comics and his dad thinks he had drawn a Marvel comic 

and had it published (“TIFU by sending fan mail to Marvel Comics”). As the story proceeds, the 

writer for instance evaluates the situation in the following sentence: “Now, something was obviously 

lost in translation because my dad thought that I, at the age of twelve, had written and illustrated a 

Spider-man story, sent it to Marvel and got published.” This sentence shows how this occurrence was 
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unusual and hilarious at the same time, as the writer’s father has misunderstood his son. One more 

example of external evaluation discussed occurs in a story in which the narrator accidentally flirts 

with a cashier whilst buying condoms. A part of the story is presented in Appendix A where external 

evaluation is used in lines 18 and 19. It indicates that what the writer is buying and ‘slapping’ on the 

counter is kind of unusual, as the writer is buying “a fat shiny pack of Trojan Bareskin Condoms” 

and nothing else with them, which the narrator evaluates as uncommon and maybe embarrassing or 

peculiar, even. All in all, this evaluation shows that this situation is unusual or hilarious and a part of 

why the story is told. 

It is also quite common for the stories to include quotations, which fall into the category of embedded 

evaluation. 27 stories included quotations, in which the writer quotes their thoughts or feelings about 

something that is happening to them at the moment, or alternatively the writer might quote other 

people’s sayings to him or his own words targeted at other people. An example of this is presented in 

Appendix A, in which the writer is buying condoms, and accidentally flirts with the cashier. The 

cashier asks him if he needs help, and then the following sentences are used: “I tell her ‘No i know 

what i’m looking for’ She says Okay and then compliments my shirt” (lines 9-11). In this example, 

the writer first uses embedded evaluation to show how he answers to the cashier, and right after this, 

he uses embedded evaluation again to show how the cashier answered to him. These embedded 

evaluations suspend the actions happening in the story, similarly to Labov who notes that evaluation 

in general often adds suspense (1972). 

Evaluative action is the least common form of evaluation in the data, and it is sometimes difficult to 

distinguish between complicating action and evaluative action. One example of evaluative action 

appears in a story, in which the writer was out on a trip in the mountains with his friends (“Tifu by 

sitting too close to the fire to escape hell”). They lit up a campfire and sat around it, until some of the 

friends brought a branch and put it to the fire and lots of spiders started running out of the branch. 

They reacted followingly: “I jumped up on my seat, as did a few others while the rest just ran onto 

the concrete into the safety of the light”. When the writer mentions that he jumped up on his seat, it 

could be both complicating action and evaluative action. This was categorized as evaluative action, 

since the action of jumping up on one’s seat in this context implies that the situation might have made 

the people feel anxious and surprised, and thus the action includes evaluation. Moreover, as the 

narrator says that some friends ran to safety also implies that they also were quite scared or startled. 

These evaluative actions make the story worth telling and highlight that the actions caused some sort 

of emotions in the people involved – and thus the actions happening in the story were significant. 
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The resolution appears typically at the very end of the story, culminating all the previous actions. It 

states the result of the story, and answers to the question ‘what happened finally’. For instance, in the 

story presented in Table 1, the story receives its resolution in line 33 when both participants return to 

their normal lives after all the hassle, that is, after the writer had to ask her male friend to help her 

undress. After the resolution, some clauses of evaluation or codas are present to signal the 

consequences of the story to the writer’s feelings afterwards, for example in Table 1 line 36 the writer 

mentions that she has never felt so embarrassed in her life, which represents an evaluation. This 

evaluation that appears after the resolution often shows how the writer recalls the actions and reflects 

on them. After the resolution, the story ends typically within a few clauses. 

One example of a coda from the data is “I also donated 2 KG to her nursery school so they can make 

bird feeders” (Story 6), a sentence that appears soon after a resolution, which simply states that the 

writer had accidentally bought too much birdseed. The story was about how the writer had 

accidentally bought 11 kilograms of birdseed. After the resolution, this coda implies that the story 

has come to an end and ties the situation to the current time as the writer mentions that after the event, 

she gave some of the birdseed to a nursery school that her daughter attends. Another example of a 

coda that ties the story to the current time is: “We still laugh about it to this day, and it's an amusing 

story to tell over dinner”. This coda appeared in the story “TIFU by sending fan mail to Marvel 

Comics”, in which how the writer had accidentally made his father think he had drawn a Spiderman 

comic and had it published by Marvel Comics, when in fact he had just submitted fan mail to Marvel 

Comics, and the fan mail was then published in the Spiderman comic. As can be seen, the codas 

indeed tie the story to the current time and signal that the writer will not continue the story for much 

longer, if at all.  

Finally, 40 out of the 50 stories include a TL;DR (‘too long, didn’t read’) at the very end summarizing 

the whole story, and these TL;DR’s represent more detailed abstracts than the ones appearing in the 

titles. For example, in Table 1 line 1 the title is an abstract: tifu by trying on a new dress. Then, in 

Table 1 line 37 in the TL;DR the writer tells that she got stuck in her dress and had to ask her male 

friend for help to undress. This abstract in the TL;DR provides a lot more information about the story 

and actions that occurred than the abstract in the title, which provides a quite loose notion of what the 

story will be about as it does not reveal too much about what will actually happen in the story. The 

TL;DR could be thought of as a narrative that is missing all the evaluation, and mainly consists of 

complicating action and the resolution. For example, one story in the data had a title “TIFU by not 

keeping my mouth shut at the dentist”, which does not disclose much about what actually happened, 

and had a TL;DR of the following kind: “TLDR: Ate a whole box of fiber bars before a long dentist 
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appointment, leaked hot farts the entire time, didn’t go back for a while, figured they remembered, 

turns out dentist didn’t even know and found out from my review.” As can be seen, the TL;DR 

presents the story in a very summarized form without any orientation or evaluation. As a whole, the 

TL;DR’s are abstracts, which consists of complicating action and resolution. Most likely the reason 

for there being these kinds of abstracts at the end is due to the rules of the subreddit, which state that 

all stories must end with a TL;DR that summarizes the story. This is a very specific feature of 

storytelling in this subreddit, since for example in Labov’s work this kind of summarizing at the end 

of the story does not appear in oral storytelling, or at least it is not the norm to do so. Social media 

makes these kinds of non-canonical structures possible, and these TL;DR’s seem to be used so that a 

busier reader can understand the story without reading all of the text. There was also one instance in 

the data in which the writer had positioned the TL;DR right after the title.  

5.2. Metatext and unique structures 

There were a few stories that included structures that differentiated from the rest of the data. For 

example, there were some sentences and structures that did not align with any of the categories 

presented by Labov.  

Examples of such unique structures are: “here’s the story” (Table 1 line 3), “so the build up to this 

fuck up...” (Story 7), “So on with the story” (Story 8). Nine stories included these kinds of structures. 

The closest category could be evaluation, as the sentences stand outside of the main narrative and are 

clearly directed to the narratee, that is, the reader. However, these sentences lack the action of 

evaluation itself, as they do not tell the narratee the point of the story or why it is told, rather these 

sentences could be easily omitted without altering the main story or diminishing the reasoning of why 

it is worth telling. These sentences mainly appear after the abstract or after the orientation that states 

when and where the story has happened. They seem to be some sort of metatext, as they mark the 

boundary between the abstract and the actual story or the boundary between orientation and 

complicating actions. One story especially used this kind of metatext extensively, although the 

metatext parts were not complete sentences. The story was about a person who learned he had cancer 

(Story 9). The metatext parts separated the story into different sections, for example “My experience:” 

which was followed by orientation that was presented in the form of bullet points, which explained 

the background of the narrator. Another section begins with “Pathology:” and was followed with 

bullet points about the results of the medical tests the writer had gone through. The story emerged 

from the data also because it was told fully in the form of bullet points, and it was the only story in 

the data that did this. 
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Another story that was very distinguishable compared to the rest of the data was a story that was eight 

pages long after it was transferred to Microsoft Word for analysis, making it the longest story (Story 

10). Other stories were typically one to two pages long, considerably shorter. This long story also 

differed from the rest of the stories as it used a lot of rhetorical questions to advance the story, and 

these rhetorical questions were a bit difficult to categorize. Examples of these rhetorical question are: 

“right?”, and “So how was I going to get a hold of a keycard long enough to scan and duplicate it 

onto a new card?”. In this study, these rhetorical questions are categorized as evaluation, and more 

specifically external evaluation, because when the narrator uses these rhetorical questions, the 

narrator stops the main narrative and points out to the narratee that this is a significant part of the 

story and part of why the story is told in the first place. These questions also suspend the complicating 

action, as evaluation often does. After the rhetorical questions, the narrator often answers his question 

in the form of complicating action, which advances the story. Five other stories also used rhetorical 

questions, which as well worked as evaluation, but they were not used as frequently as in this story. 

There were also some structures that proved to be difficult to categorize. For example, in a story about 

how the writer had accidentally smoked from a pipe that was kept outside, near the resolution the 

writer reveals that the pipe had three slugs in it. In Table 2, lines 59-62 consist of very short clauses, 

which do not even include a verb in them, which made them very atypical. In the end, it seems that 

these clauses work as a dramatic suspension that appears right before the resolution, and therefore 

the clauses are categorized as evaluation. They are a part of what makes the story surprising and 

reportable, and the also suspend the actions. 

 

Table 2. TIFU by smoking from a pipe that was kept outside... 

58 And something falls out. CA 

59 Slugs. E 

60 Not one slug.  E 

61 Not two slugs. E 

62 Three. E 

63 Three slugs fall from the mouth of the beaker,  CA 

64 crispy and charred. E 

65 I had smoked slugs. R 

 

Occasionally it also proved to be challenging to decide if a clause is orientation or evaluation, 

especially if the clause appeared in the middle of complicating actions. On the surface, these clauses 
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might resemble orientation, but considering the context of the whole story, the clauses might be a 

crucial part of what makes the story reportable, which would make them at least partly evaluative 

clauses. In a way, these clauses might even foreshadow the conflict or resolution. For example, there 

was a story about a person who got his own name on his arm as a scar when he was a child and was 

playing with his friend (Story 11). The story begins with an abstract, which is followed by an 

orientation of when it all happened and is followed by complicating action, which leads the narrator 

to a situation in which his friend is drawing the narrator’s initials on the narrator’s arm. After this, a 

clause that seems like orientation appears: “Now my skins is very soft and breaks easily”. This clause 

can be categorized as orientation because it tells something about the narrator and his background. 

On the other hand, it is also evaluative – it stops the narrative to reveal significant information which 

explains the relevance of the situation. At the same time, this mixed clause also foreshadows the 

resolution, because due to his skin being soft and easily breakable, the initials leave a scar on his arm, 

which is still visible many years later. In the 16 stories that included orientation in later parts of the 

story, the orientation acts in the same way as in this example – it could also be evaluation, and it does 

slightly foreshadow the resolution or conflict. 

5.3. Interactive additions to the stories 

In 50 stories, there were 7 updates and 50 edits in all of them combined, some of the stories included 

no edits or updates while some of them included multiple edits. It is also important to point out that 

these are not part of the proper narrative but rather act as interactive additions to the stories. They 

have been most likely prompted by the comments, which unfortunately are not part of the data. 

The edited and updated parts seem to have a few main functions. They are not part of the proper 

narrative, or the main story in other words, but they can add information about them. The most 

common function is to show gratitude to the people for showing interest in the story in the form of 

upvotes, awards, or comments, and this happened in 22 out of the 57 edits and updates. Examples 1 

and 2 show what is often included in the edited parts. As can be seen, they all thank the readers very 

straightforwardly. Example 2 shows also that the writer had not anticipated that the story would get 

as much attention as it did. 

 

Example 1. tifu by trying on a new dress. 

Edit 1: thank you for all the support and awards! 
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Example 2. Example TIFU. 

Edit: WOW! I was not expecting this to blow up like this. Thank you all so much for the awards, the 

love, and the hilarious comments 

 

It is also very common to add information about the story in the edited or updated parts, and the 

information can be about what happened after the story, or more information about the story or about 

something that relates to the story may also be added. It seems that these edits and updates that add 

information have been prompted by the comments the stories have received, but in this study, it is 

unfortunately not possible to examine the comments since they are not part of the data and not the 

focus of the study. For example, the edit in Example 3 includes both information about what happened 

in the story and at the end of the edit, gratitude is expressed. The story was about how the writer had 

ordered a chair that had been rated well on the website, he assembled it and the chair did not feel as 

nice as he expected based on the reviews. It turns out he had merely assembled it incorrectly. The 

edit also adds information about the story as the writer explains why he got a sled chair and adds 

information about his own preferences regarding chairs, and finally he thanks the people for votes 

and awards, which is very common as pointed out earlier. 

 

Example 3. Story 12. 

Edit 4: seems like my final FU in this whirlwind journey was not arranging a kickback with the chair 

manufacturer before posting. For the 'ride-til-I-die' wheelists, I got a sled chair because we were living 

in a tiny NYC apartment with cheap floors. My chair preferences also changed after 5 yrs in the 

military and turning 31. Thanks for the votes and the awards! 

 

Some of the edits include announcements of the writer correcting misspellings, which happened in 3 

of 57 edits and updates. This announcement can happen as simply as writing: “Edit: typos”, which 

implies that the writer has edited the story to correct misspellings. It is also somewhat common for 

the writers to add information about what happened after the story, and this is also most likely 

influenced by the comments. There were 12 edits and updates that included information about what 

happened after the story. Example 4 shows an example of this kind of an edit, and this edit is from 

the story that was mentioned in the section 5.2, in which the writer learned that he had cancer. In 

Example 4, the writer mentions how he is doing currently and what he is planning to do – he has 

decided to document his progress for himself and to increase awareness.  
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Example 4. Story 9. 

-I've decided to document myself as I progress through chemotherapy for myself, but also to help 

increase awareness. 

 

The edits might also be answers to questions the writer has received, or answers to comments in 

general. This happened in 14 edits, and it is visible for example in Example number 3, when the writer 

seems to address people who have perhaps asked about why he bought a sled chair. Then there was 

also a miscellaneous group of edits and updates that for example added links to updates of the stories 

or links to pictures or websites that relate to the story.  

To conclude this section, four main functions were identified: expressing gratitude, adding 

information about the story, answering to questions or comments, and telling what happened after the 

story. It is also possible that the edit informs the reader of possible corrections of misspellings or adds 

links. 
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6. Discussion and conclusion 

The aim of this study was to examine what kinds of narrative structures are used in r/tifu stories. This 

study has shown that the narrative structures of the stories align with the structures presented by 

Labov, and the stories also share some similarities in their overall structures. Some of the common 

structures are affected by the rules of the subreddit, for example the finding that all the stories begin 

with an abstract as the titles must have a TIFU in the title, and an explanation for that acronym is a 

natural following for it. The stories proceed towards the resolution through evaluation and 

complicating action, but these two can appear in a random order and sometimes even at the same 

time, and some orientation may also appear. External evaluation is the most used type of evaluation, 

whilst embedding evaluation is the second most used and evaluative action is the rarest in the data. 

Most of the stories include a more detailed abstract at the end in the form of a TL;DR, which explains 

what happened in the story in more detail than the abstract in the title, and this more detailed abstract 

typically consists of complicating action and resolution. This feature seems to be specific to the r/tifu 

stories. The stories also include edits and updates, which are not part of the main story, but have 

different functions: to inform the readers of possible correction of misspellings or content, to answer 

questions or comments about the story, or to give information about what happened after the story 

took place and how they are doing currently. Some stories made use of a structure that could not be 

categorized into Labov’s categories, and in this study this structure was called metatext based on its 

functions. 

Labov’s model was only used to analyze the main stories in this study, whilst the edited and updated 

parts were analyzed with the help of close reading. As the main stories resemble typical monological 

stories, the edits and updates differ from them and make the whole story more interactional and add 

collaboration to them, as the readers can interact with the stories and prompt discussion between them 

and the original writer. These edits and updates could benefit from small stories research or a 

discourse analytic approach, as they add interaction, especially if the comments were part of the data. 

These parts are worth examining more, as Page (2015) mentions that social media narratives are 

typically interactional and told in multiple posts, and social media sites often provide the option for 

comments, as does Reddit. This means the edits and updates, as well as the comments, would benefit 

from being the main focus of a study and could reveal more about the interactional features of social 

media storytelling. 

However, the findings of this study do share some features in common with a study by Chou et al. 

(2011), in which the narratives of cancer survivors are analyzed. The data consists of 35 YouTube 

videos. This study also utilizes Labov’s model, which reveals that most of the YouTube narratives 
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also begin with an abstract, as is the case in this thesis. The abstract is also immediately followed by 

orientation, which is also the norm in the data of this thesis. They also examine that the orientation 

typically includes a specific time and place, and it is interesting to notice that in this thesis, the time 

of the story is the most typical orientation to be provided, although the time might not be as specific 

as in the cancer narratives, which include a specific date. Moreover, evaluation is also a huge part of 

narratives of cancer survivors, as it is of r/tifu stories. Indeed, as Chou et al. (2011) mention in the 

study, evaluation is a very prevalent feature in all kinds of stories, and it creates suspension, which 

Labov also notes in his book (1972). The similarities in structures between YouTube video narratives 

and r/tifu narratives suggest that Labov’s model can be suitable in the analysis of social media 

narratives and also in the analysis of different text types, not only oral stories. It can provide an easy 

way to compare the structures of different narratives. 

Labov’s model of narrative analysis proved to be a useful tool for analyzing data from r/tifu, at least 

when Fludernik’s definition of narrative was used, which enabled the full analysis of the data, as all 

clauses were seen as narrative. It also seems that the narrative structures of r/tifu stories share some 

structures in common with oral stories, as they generally proceed similarly to how Labov has 

identified the structures of oral stories to proceed, although there were naturally some exceptions. 

This study has some limitations. The amount of data that was analyzed is small and thus any 

generalizations cannot be made based on the data. This kind of analysis can also be subjective, and 

another researcher might categorize some clauses differently. Moreover, for a proper analysis of the 

edited and updated parts, the reader’s comments should be analyzed as well. Furthermore, thematic 

analysis could be used as a method to analyze both the edited and updated parts and the main story. 

Despite these shortcomings, this thesis has managed in reaching its aims and shed light on what kind 

of narrative structures are used in r/tifu stories. 

This topic could be studied further by studying stories from different kinds of subreddits, or by 

comparing the narrative structures of stories posted on other social media sites. It would also be 

worthwhile to study a larger amount of data with other kinds of methods to obtain a better idea of the 

narrative structures used. The edits and updates could be examined further along with the comments 

to shed more light on the interactive nature of social media storytelling. Perhaps it would also be 

interesting to compare the narrative structures of the popular posts with some less popular posts and 

see what kind of differences they have in narrative structures, if any. 
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Appendix A. Example TIFU. 

7 On my way in i walk by the cashier  CA 

8 who asks me if i need help finding anything. CA 

9 I tell her “No i know what i’m looking for”. E 

10 She says Okay  E 

11 and then compliments my shirt. CA 

12 My work has a dress code  O 

13 so i was dressed in like semi-formal clothing. E 

14 We make flirty small talk for a minute  CA 

15 and then i proceed down the aisle to grab what i need. CA 

16 I walk back up to the front of the store  CA 

17 and slap the condoms on the counter in front of the girl. CA 

18 Now, it’s not even like i was buying a bunch of items with a pack of condoms slipped in 

there. 

E 

19 No, i present a fat shiny pack of Trojan Bareskin Condoms for this cashier to scan and 

bag for me with nothing else. 

E + CA 

 


